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From May 1997 through April 2003, we banded 9,703 birds at our three Wisconsin study sites
and 3,997 birds at our three Belize study sites. Of these 13,700 birds, other individuals have
recovered 13. In addition, Birds Without Borders — Aves Sin Fronteras (BWB-ASF) researchers
have captured four birds that were originally banded by other bird banders. This information is
summarized in the attached Tables 1 and 2 (page 3), with photos and maps of some of the
recovery highlights shown on page 4. Especially exciting was the recapture of an ovenbird in
Ontario, Canada, which we originally banded in Belize! Recoveries of birds provide information
on little-known migration routes and on how long birds live. The recoveries of the Neotropical
migrants always leave us in awe, as these birds make two long-distance migrations (>1,500 miles
one way) every year. They spend our winters in southern Mexico, the Greater and Lesser
Antilles in the Caribbean Sea, and Central and South America. In spring, they migrate to North
America to breed and raise young during our summers. In fall, they migrate south again. Less
than 1% of non-game birds (songbirds, hawks, owls, wading birds and other birds not eaten as
game) banded are ever recovered. If you need to report finding a banded bird, go to:
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/homepage/default.htm or call 1-800-327-BAND.

Our original five years of research in Belize were completed in 2001. Based on our 1997-2001
research results, we made a decision to continue some of the research. There is still so much to
be discovered in Belize, and by continuing our research we hope to gather more information that
can directly impact conservation.

Doing research in Belize will be a bit easier this year as we purchased a “new” used truck in
March. Since 1997, we had put over 120,000 very hard miles on our old truck. By “hard miles,”
we mean traveling dirt and gravel roads with deep potholes, making our own “roads,” and
occasionally getting stuck in the mud! The winch (essential in pulling the truck out if it gets
“bogged” in the mud) was transferred to the new truck so it can now be put to the test.

The BWB-ASF staff in Belize conducts research year-round. From December through March
bird banding is conducted in two habitats at the Runaway Creek Nature Preserve (RCNP), which
is owned and managed as a preserve by the Zoological Society of Milwaukee’s (ZSM) partner,
the Foundation for Wildlife Conservation, Inc. We also conduct bird banding at the Chaa Creek
study site. Based on our previous research in Belize, we learned that the three different habitats
at these sites were important to both Neotropical migrants and Belize resident birds.

From May through October the BWB-ASF Belize staff conducts ecological assessments at the
Runaway Creek Nature Preserve three to four times each month to document the flora and fauna
present on the 6,143-acre preserve. The preserve is an important part of the Mesoamerican
Biological Corridor and is home to many interesting animal and plant species. To date, a total of
276 species of birds (51 species of Neotropical migratory birds, 218 species of Belize resident
birds and 7 species of birds that migrate to Belize to breed during the dry season) have been
found on the preserve. All five of Belize’s wild cat species, Morelet’s crocodiles and rare plants
also have been found on the preserve. To learn more about the Runaway Creek Nature Preserve,
visit http://www.zoosociety.org/Conservation/SaveAnAcre.php.




To provide a more efficient summary of the data collected on the flora and fauna encountered
during these ecological assessments, Taylor Computer Services, Inc., of Hartland, Wisconsin,
donated their time and expertise to develop a database into which all ecological assessment data
can be entered. ZSM donors Gordana and Milan Racic used their airline reward miles to enable
Reynold Cal, the BWB-ASF Belize research associate, to travel to Wisconsin in May to learn to
use the database. The training was very successful and all ecological assessment information
collected to date has been entered into the database. The BWB-ASF Wisconsin staff now is
working on analyzing and summarizing the information so that it can be used for conservation
and distributed to those in Belize to whom it would be of use.

With funding assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service through the Neotropical
Migratory Bird Conservation Act, BWB-ASF produced an educational poster entitled “Let’s
Protect our Belizean Birds.” The poster is being distributed free of charge to schools, non-
government and government agencies throughout Belize and to schools in Wisconsin and
Michigan that participated in the BWB-ASF curriculum. If you would like to receive a copy of
the poster, please contact the BWB-ASF Project assistant Kari Williams at (414) 276-0339 or
kariw(@zoosociety.org.

Through the efforts of Sharon Matola, Director of the Belize Zoo and Tropical Education Center,
Belize was chosen as the second Central American country where the Peregrine Fund is working
to reintroduce the harpy eagle. These magnificent eagles have a wingspan of 80 inches and are
globally near-threatened due to habitat loss. BWB-ASF was honored to be invited to partner
with the Belize Zoo and Tropical Education Center in the “Harpy Eagle Reintroduction To
Belize: A Support And Education Program.” The program had a number of different facets and
the BWB-ASF staff was asked to conduct the capacity-building portion of the grant. BWB-ASF
Belize and Wisconsin staff worked together to develop a training program and then trained six
members of the Rancho Dolores, Belize, community as Bird Tour Guides. This program was
partially funded by the United Nations Development Programme Global Environmental Fund
Small Grants Programme. The training was conducted from October 2003 to April 2004 and
consisted of intensive field and classroom training. The training was very successful, as all six
trainees passed their field and classroom evaluations and received their Bird Tour Guide
certificates. Page 5 shows photos of some aspects of the training. We are now working with the
Bird Tour Guides to help them to obtain jobs. ZSM staff will be designing a Web page so that
tourists interested in hiring the guides can contact them by e-mail. This Web page will be linked
to both the ZSM’s Web page and the Belize Zoo’s Web page.

As you can see from the highlights listed above, since 1997 the Birds Without Borders — Aves
Sin Fronteras project has continued to expand and evolve. However, we have not lost sight of
our original goal of conducting research that can be applied to conservation. Data analysis is
progressing well and we hope to have the final Belize Landowner Recommendations completed
by December 2004. Our focus in 2005 will be analysis of the Wisconsin data and completion of
the Wisconsin Landowner Recommendations. These Landowner Recommendations will be
distributed free of charge and will provide information based on our research findings on how
landowners can manage their land to benefit birds. We look forward to sharing these
publications with you when they are completed.



Table 1: Birds originally banded by Birds Without Borders — Aves Sin Fronteras staff and later recovered by others

Bird species* WlSCOIlS}Il Date and study site where originally Date and location where recovered Time A.pprox. How recovered
seasonality** banded elapsed distance
Northern saw- | Short-distance o1 /00 4 1 and 0° Lakes 10/16/01 near Stevens Point, WI |/ Y31 116 miles ~ |Recaptured by another bird
whet owl* migrant month bander, examined and released
Northern saw- Short—dlstance 9/28/99 at Land O’ Lakes 10/2/99 near Stevens Point, W1 4 days 116 miles Recaptured b)., another bird
whet owl* migrant bander, examined and released
Northern saw- |Short-distance ) 5,99 4 [ and 0 Lakes 10/29/00 near Stevens Point, WI |1 year 138 miles | Recaptured by another bird
whet owl* migrant bander, examined and released
Northern saw- - \Short-distance 1o ¢/5 o [ and 0 Lakes 10/16/00 in Oconto County, WI |3 weeks  |127 miles | nccaptured by another bird
whet owl* migrant bander, examined and released
Red-eyed vireo Ngotroplcal 8/20/98 at Land O’ Lakes 6/9/03 in Land O’ Lakes, WI 4 years, 10 None Found dead
migrant months
?&?;;3:5 ped Resident 9/7/00 at Land O’ Lakes 10/27/00 in Watersmeet, MI 1.5 months |12 miles Found dead
Veery Ngotroplcal 6/8/01 at Rosendale 5/5/02 near Lake Forest, IL 11 months |116 miles Recaptured b)., another bird
migrant bander, examined and released
American |Short-distance 1300 o pewaukee 4/17/01 in Woodville, OH 6months  |275 miles  |Found dead
robin migrant
American |Short-distance 17690 ¢ pewaukee 6/6/00 in Hartland, W1 Lyeart, 1117 iles |Found dead
robin migrant months
Ovenbird* Neotropical 12/6/01 at the Tropical Education Center of ~ |8/17/03 near Cabot Head, Ontario, 1 year, 8 1.965 miles Recaptured by another bird
ve migrant the Belize Zoo, Belize Canada months ’ bander, examined and released
I;c;l(;[il:;rln Resident 9/6/99 at Pewaukee 3/5/00 in Pewaukee, WI 6 months None Found dead
Northern Resident 8/23/97 at the UWM Field Station during a 8/11/99 at UWM Field Station 2 vears None Recaptured by another bird
cardinal ZSM bird-banding workshop Banding Training Y bander, examined and released
Northern Resident 8/23/97 at the UWM Field Station during a 8/12/99 at UWM Field Station 2 vears None Recaptured by another bird
cardinal ZSM bird-banding workshop Banding Training Y bander, examined and released

Table 2: Birds banded by other banders and recovered by Birds Without Borders — Aves Sin Fronteras researchers (all recaptured, examined and released)

Bird species Wisconsin seasonality |Date and location where originally banded Date and location where Time elapsed A.pprox.
recovered distance
Sharp-shinned hawk* Short-distance migrant |9/4/92 near Cedar Grove, WI 5/8/98 at Land O’ Lakes 5 years, 8 months |195 miles
Northern saw-whet owl*  |[Short-distance migrant |10/18/99 at Woodland Dunes Nature Center near Manitowoc, WI  |9/23/00 at Land O’ Lakes |11 months 161 miles
Northern saw-whet owl*  |Short-distance migrant |10/3/99 in Oconto County, WI 10/1/00 at Land O’ Lakes |1 year 151 miles
Swainson's thrush Neotropical migrant 8/28/98 near Little Marias, MN 5/11/00 at Land O’ Lakes |1 year, 9 months |118 miles

*See page 4 for more information on the birds marked with *
**Wisconsin seasonality: Resident = winters in Wisconsin; Short-distance migrant = winters in southern USA or northern Mexico; Neotropical migrant = winters
south of the Tropic of Cancer in southern Mexico, Greater and Lesser Antilles, Central and South America.

Page 3







